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GENTLEMEN, 


Fa INCE there have been frequent Endeavours 
of late to ſtifle the uſual Doxology of Glory 
be to Thee, O Lord, at the reading of the 
* Err I mum holy Goſpels, it would be a very great Plea 

4 — and Satisfaction to me, if this ſhort Epiſtle cor! 
any ways contribute towards the redreſſing ſo remarba- 
N 3 \ ble 
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ble a Grievance as this unbecoming negle& of a holy 
Ordinance hath occaſioned, EA 


The Offence is fo very ſingular that the Reverend 
Gentleman your preſent Reader muſt expect to be ta- 
ken notice of, and I hope he will think it is done as 
much out of reſpect to his ſacred Authority that he may 

not abuſe it, as for the Defence of the holy Ordinance 


itſelf, 


lf the Reverend Gentleman can form any Excuſe, I 
ſuppoſe it is this, that he preſent Rubrick does not en- 
join the uſe of this Doxology, therefore he is at Liberty to 
ſuppreſs it. If he can offer any better Excuſe he muſt 
» anſwer for himſelf, Jam not obliged to gueſs at any o- 
ther Motive, he may perhaps {light other Parts of our 
Liturgy, tho' he be at preſent conformed to the Uſe of 
them; whether our Liturgy in general can deſerve this 
difreſpe&, is another Queſtion which the Reverend Gen- 
tleman ought to have been ſatisfied in, before he ſuffered 
himſelf to conform. 8 


All that! contend for at preſent is, the uſe of this 
Doxology as well as other Parts of our Liturgy. Where- 


juſtly offended? — 


mY 


Opinion, I defire your impartial Reception of the fol- 


lowing Reaſons to prove the unjuſtifiableneſs of this par- U 


ticular 
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fore to you, Gentlemen, I make my Appeal, are we 
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But let me proceed fairly, and before I demand your 
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(5) 
ticular Omiſſion in his performing Divine Service, and 
the Weakneſs of ſuch an Excuſe, as I ſuppoſe, may be 


raiſed in favour of it. 


And here I muſt confeſs the laſt Ad of Uniformity 
does expreſsly inſiſt upon the Uſe of the preſent Liturgy 
only, and this Doxology is omitted in the preſent, Form 
of Prayer. What then? If the former Uſe of it had 
created any Offence to the Legiſlature, it is very proba- 
ble it would have been taken Notice of ſome Way or o- 
ther, if the laſt Act of Uniformity did purpoſely con- 
firm any ſuch Omiſſion or Alteration in the preſent 
Liturgy. 


I grant it is proper the preſent A ſhould inſiſt upon 
the Uſe of the preſent Form of Prayer only, and I 
grant it is neceſſary ſuch a publick Form muſt ſuffer 
ſome Alterations, but how and in what Parts? Let us for 
the Sake of Argument diſtinguiſh the Parts of the Li- 
zurgy into the variable and invariable, or the Efſential 
and Occaſtonal, and heregommon Senſe without an 
Ad of Parliament can inform us what Alterations fome 
particular Parts muſt ſuffer as to the Names and Titles 
of the King and Royal Family. Particular Occaſions 
may require a particular Form, but when the Occaſion 
ceaſes, or the Circumſtances of ſuch an occaſional Form 
are apparently changed, then ſuch Omiſſions and Alte- 
_ rations are apparently neceſſary: 


Mulia renaſcentur que jam cecidere, cadentque 
Quæ nunc ſunt in honore vocabula. 


tainly made in Affirmance of the former, 
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Yet in the Preface to the Book of Common-Prayer it 
ſeems at firſt Sight to be deny'd that there are any un- 


alterable Parts of the Liturgy; particular Forms of di- 


vine Service and the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to 


be uſed therein being Things in their own Nature indif- 


ferent and alterable, and ſo acknowledg'd ; yet ſurely 
an entire Alteration of our Liturgy would be a Matter 
of great Importance, and therefore not indifferent; 
there muſt be ſome very good End in view before an 
extraordinary Alteration can be ſuffer d. Neither do the 
Words of this Preface admit of ſuch an Offence. Some 
Parts of the Liturgy, as ſuch, are ſuppoſed to be unal- 
terable: Whether all the Liturgy ought to be exploded 
is another Queſtion, tho' equally incapable of being de- 
tended, but fince the main Body and Eſſentials of 


this Form of Prayers, drawn from the Fountain of 


GOD's Word, and holy Inſpiration, have continued hi- 
therto firm and unſhaken, notwithſtanding all unrea- 
ſonable and impetuous Aſſaults, ſomething muſt be 
acknowledg'd unalterable when there is no Reaſon a- 


gainſt it but the vain Satisfaction of private Fancies and 


Intereſts without Regard to the Publick. So the indba- 
riable or E/Jential Parts of our Liturgy being ſuch as (ex- 


cepting the Change of obſolete Words, of a leſs proper 


Tranſlation and other leſs important Circumſtances) 
have been conſtantly held in Uſe fance their firſt Appro- 
bation and Confirmation, the laſt Act of Uniformuy 


could not intend any ſuch Parts ſhould be annulled or 


diſuſed. Therefore the laſt A& of Uniformity was cer- 
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As to the Uſe of this Doxology, whats it {dons not 
contradict it muſt confirm, otherwiſe it is made for no 
End, this is both Reaſon and Law. 


I come now directly to the Point, and anſwer finally 
and deciſively to the Matter of Fact. The Reverend 
Gentleman, I ſuppoſe, ſtill inſiſts upon the Diſuſe of 
this Doxology becauſe the Act diſclaims it, as being o- 
mitted in the preſent Liturgy. What are the true Rea- 
ſons of this unfortunate Gmiſſion the Reverend Gen- 
tleman may know better than I: But we may ſuppoſe at 
leaſt in our own Favour, that it was a Thing ſo well 
known and ſo conſtantly practiſed, that the Editors of 
the preſent Form of Prayer might think it almoſt need- 
leſs to be inſerted again. But tho? it be not actually in- 
ſerted again, this Omiſſion does not take off the Force 
of a former Injunction. This Doxology, ſhort as it is, 
would have been thought a very conſiderable Alteration, 
ſince it is one of thoſe Parts I gall zwvariable or Ejſeural ; 
it is therefore conſiderable enough to have demanded a 
good Reaſon for its Omiſſion; but none being offer'd, 
it is not to be preſumed it was ever intended to be dif 
uſed, tho unhappily left out in the preſent Liturgy. 
For it is not only a conſiderable Part from the Authori- 
ties I ſhall preſent you with for the Uſe of it, but I de- 
fire to know how many other Parts of the like Impor- 
XX tance are omitted? I believe the Reverend Gentleman 
1 will think it more prudent to return no Anſwer, and not 
4 condemn himſelf out of his own Mouth; but I proceed 
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to prevent his Evaſions, and obſerve further, that the 
Terms of the laſt Ad of Uniformity, are not really fo 
expreſſive in his Favour as he may imagine. He may 
ſay the Act confirms the preſent Liturgy, therefore not 
the former; I ſay therefore the former; for the Term 
preſent is eaſily interpreted not excluſive of the for- 
mer Parts in Uſe, which are not ſince expreſsly prohi- 
bited, but only of any Innovations for the future, which 
Diſtinction entirely defeats his Apology. 


It is moreover natural to ſuppoſe no Body ever under- 


ſtood theſe Terms of the Ad any otherwiſe, becauſe the 
Uſe of this Doxology was not thereupon ſuſpended or 
cenſured; and we ſtill have Cuſtom for a Law. Thus 


much in anſwer to what I think would be the beſt Apo- 


logy for him who at this Time of Day riſes up in Oppo- 
ſition to the continual Practice of our beſt and moſt 
learned Divines, yet I would firſt convince him of his 
Error, and then expoſtulate with him in hopes of his 
Reformation. 


Now I defire only a favourable Attention to ſome 
few Authorities which I am going to produce as very 
good Reaſons why our wiſe and glorious Reformers 


ſhould retain and confirm the Uſe of this Doxology. 


The ancient Fathers always mention this Hymn of | 
Praiſe with the utmoſt Regard, St. Chry/oſtom and St. 
Ferome are ſufficient for our Purpoſe. The former takes 


particular Notice of the great Reverence always obſerv'd 
upon 
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upon reading the Holy Goſpel, TS Aiazovs avoiſelv pea- 
Xoloc 76 T8 Sie TEleabueev, c. when the Deacon is 
ready to open the four Books of the Goſpel we all fix 
our Eyes upon him as attentively as poſſible, and as 
ſoon as he declares whence the Portion of Scripture is 
taken, we preſently all riſe up acclaiming Ax Zo: Kugi, 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord. St. Jerom, of whom Eraſ- 
mus ſays that he was without Controverſy the moſt 
learned Prince of Divines in Eloquence, and excelled 
even Cicero himſelf, aſſures us this Doxology was uſed 
per totas Orientis Hccleſias, as alſo in the Meſtern 
Churches, and that the People ſet up Lights at Noon- 


e day to give a Teſtimony of their rejoicing when the Ho- 
IT = Hy Go/pel was read among them. Thus the Greek Litur- 
is = gy orders, and the Ancients uſed to ſay before the G 
;- MM pel was read, Glory be to Thee, O Lord, and juſt after 
> it, Thanks be to God for his holy Goſpel (tanquam 
ſt | Chriſto praeſentt) ſapientiam & ſermonem Dei hunc eſſe 
us omnes credentes clamamus Gloria tibi Dome. © 

lis 


Alcum de divinis nfficits gives a very devout and ſa- 
tisfactory Reaſon for this laudable Cuſtom. Ouia verba 
ſalutem conferentia mox audituri eſtis, laudate Dominum 
cujus beneficio hanc gratiam percipere meruiſtis, becauſe 
ye are preſently going to hear the Words which confer 
2 Salvation'upon you, praiſe ye the Lord by whoſe merciful 
& Indulgence ye are made worthy to receive this Grace. 


St. All Churches in general have certainly acknowledg d. 
8 cis for a ſufficient Reaſon in this ſacred Practice, and 
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they would have declared againſt common Senſe had 
they not admitted a Reaſon which could be ſo fatis- 
factory to them all that it could not poſſibly give of- 
fence to any, becauſe the ſame Salvation was univerſally 
expected, and therefore the ſame Doxology ought to be 
/ univerſally uſed; whatever Differences there prevailed 
in other Forms of Worſhip, no Reaſon could ever be 
aligned, either to alter or omit the Uſe of this Doxolo- 
gy; this Form of giving Praiſe was univerſally and 
{trictly obſerved both in the Arminian and Spaniſh 
Church. The Armmians as profeſſing themſelves more 
ſtrict Followers of the Apoſtles, uſed after the Gel 
was read to greet one another with a holy Nis, in to- 
ken of their Reſpect, Love, and Charity which is the 
fulfilling of the Law, and therefore this was a very pro- 
per Salutation upon receiving the bleſſed Seal of Re- 
demption; and in the ancient Council of Toledo there is 
a Canon that enjoins the Uſe of this Doxology under the 
Penalty of Excommunication. In the Uſe of this we 
ſhould be juſtified, as any one elſe would be juſtly cen- 
ſur'd for unreaſonably oppoling a general and laudable 3 
Cuſtom. were it nothing more. But when we add the 
exceeding Goodneſs and Devotion of it, how inexcuſable 
are thoſe who neglect it? O that Men would therefore 
praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs: and declare the Wonders 
that he doth for the Children of Men. That they would 
exalt him in the Congregation of the People: And praiſe 
him in the Seat of the Elders*. And let us therefore ſe- 


I riouſly 


En 
riouſly conſider how inexcuſable thoſe are who negle& * 
it, although the Reverend Gentleman {ſhould interrupt 
them. But to proceed Dr. Comber informs us from 
St. Chry/oſtom, that after the Goſpel was ended, zhe 
Words of Chriſt dwelt fo richly in the People, that they 
made Melody with Grace in their Hearts, and ſuns Halle- 
lujabs, which anſwers to what is uſually chaunted in 
our Cathedral Churches, Thanks be to God for his holy 
Goſpel. It is now Time to inſiſt upon the Authority 
of our own Rubric in the firſt Book of Common-Prayer 
confirmed by Edward the fixth: The Words run thus: 
« Immediately after the Epiſtle is ended, the Prieſt or 
te one appointed to read the Goſpel ſhall ſay, the Holy 
4 Go/pel is written in the beginning at the 
* and the Clerk and People ſhall anſwer, Glory be to 
« Thee, O Lord; and look even to the Scorch Liturgy, 
and you will find it there eſtabliſhed. Biſhop Overal 
and Biſhop Coſius, with others, aſſure us, that this In- 
junction was diſcontinued in the preſent Rabrick merely 
through the Negligence or ill Deſign of the Printer or 
thoſe who corrected the Preſs, and that there is no Au- 
thority for laying aſide this Doxology, as I hope is alrea- 
dy ſufficiently proved, it being the Word of God. 


Having thus confuted all the Excuſe that can be 
made for this Neglect of the Doxology, and having 
laid before you the Authority we have for the Uſe of 
it, let us ſee how unreaſonable a Thing it would be to 
oppoſe ſuch a laudable Cuſtom, were it not really ſup- 


ported and recommended by the moſt ancient Writers 
B 2 of 


ours, and by ſuch a Neglect of Praiſe we ſhould prove 


(12) 


of the Church, as well as the moſt Littned of our Di- 
vines, fince the very Rubrick confirm'd at the Reforma- 


tion. All that we need ſay for the Unreaſonableneſs of 
this Neglect of the Doxology may be confined to the 
Compals of a few Words; for we have nothing to do 
but to aſk the Reverend Gentleman if a Doxology be not 
good in itſelf? If it be not as proper to uſe one for the | 
glad Tidings of the Go/pel, as at the Concluſion of * 
every P/alm? I think the beſt Anſwer this Reverexd 
Gentleman can give to theſe preſſing Queſtions, will be L 
to make a ſpeedy Reformation, and give God the Ho 
nour due unto his Name; but what Title ſhall we fix 
upon this Neglect, if we reflect upon the Time and 
Manner in which this Doxology was introduced among 
the Sons of Men; the Time was the Birth of him who 
brought Light and Salvation into the World to us, who ſat 
in Bondage, and in the Shadow of Death. The Manner 
was ſuitable to the great Seaſon, and ſudaenly there was 
with the Angel a Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt, praiſing 
God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, on Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. Why did they glorify 
God, but purely becauſe he had ſhewed his Mercy to 
us miſerable Sinners? And ſince the glorious Benefits of 
the Gy/pel are particularly ſent to us from the Heaven 
of Heavens, ſhall we refuſe a Thank/grvig when the 
Angels themſelves rejoiced to pay it for the Sake of in- 
finite Mercy, amiable and adorable, even where there is 
no particular Obligation ; the Benefit is particularly 
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ourſelves unreaſonable, ungrateful, and exceedingly 
impious; ſo he who obſtinately maintains ſuch an Er- 
ror, knowing it to be ſuch, muſt ſuffer the Cenſure of 


Reaſon, of Law, and of God. 


J hope there is no occaſion to ſpend many more Words 
in expoſtulating with the Reverend Gentleman upon the 
Nature of his Offence; let him ſeriouſly and impartial- 
ly conſider with himſelf; firſt, how unjuſt it is to de- 
fraud the Church of any Part of its eftabliſhed Ceremo- 
mes and Ordinances; how much the Antiquity, Uſage, 


Time immemorial, Right preſeriptrve and Divine, will 


prevail againſt him. Secondly, let us remind him that 
he does not ſtand before Mean Men, and that he ought 


not to violate the Laws both human and dime in the 


very Face of thoſe who are the Judges and. Diſpenſers of 
the Law. 


We ought at this Time eſpecially to guard againſt 
any Innovations, becauſe ſome indefenſible Opinions are 
introduced with great Subtlety, and perhaps counte- 
nanced by too much Authority. 


At preſent I have nothing more to ſay of a late and 
very popular Performance than that its Author may be 


Paſtor aut illud quod dicere nolo, and deſerves the fol- 


lowing Lines. 


No Fears can now from Bigotry ariſe, 
Liberty Irves, and Superſinion dies. 
| Things 
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Pyhings formidable once, now prove u Jeſt, 
4 There needs no Int reft to repeal the Teft : 
} Now reſtleſs Conſcrences may ſleep content, 


Our Treatiſe has repeal'd the Sacrament. 


I ſhouid not make a Digreſſion to mention this 
admired Author, were it not probable ſome of the ſame 
Spirit may endeavour to repeal the Uſe of Doxologres. 


But tho an Angel from Heaven were to deliver any o- 
i ther Dottrine than what is agreeable to the Hol Scrip- 
tures, We are not to liſten to the Voice of the Charmer 
j' charm he never ſo wiſely; and what Pretence can there 
be for neglecting theſe ſublime Ejatulations of Praiſe and 
I Thank/ſgrving, which like the precious Stones in Aaron's 
Breaſt-plate embelliſh the whole Service with diſtin- 
guiſhed Luſtre? O ye Sons of Levi, and ye Daughters of 
Jeruſalem, worſhip the Lord in the Purity of your 
| Hearts, and m the Beauty of Holineſs; and till you can 
find any other Liturgy more excellent in all its Parts, 
j do not eſteem your ſelves wifer than your great Forefa- 
||| rhers and Reformers, than thoſe eminent Perſons who 
have compiled, defended, explained, and recommend- 
| ed our Liturgy. It is the indiſpenſible Duty of the 
Miniſters of God's holy Word and Sacraments to take 
heed unto themſelves. and their Doctrine; let me, from 
an excellent Author *, add a Deſcription of the different 
Lots prepared for the different Behaviour of Mimiſters, 
that the Offender may be moved to a Reformation by 


1 The late divine Poems on- Heayen and Hell. 
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the "WM of Verſe, tho' he may diſdain a dull Com- 
plaint in Proſe, as the Divine Herbert ſays. 


A Verſe may reach him who a Sermon flies, 
And turn 9 into a Sacrifice. 


For 
— 74 moſt abhorr'd of human Race 
Shall wicked Prieſts and Prelates find their Place; 


Prelates and Prieſts, who Partial preach'd God's Laus, 
Hlatter d his Enemies, betray'd his Cauſe, &c. 


but in the Regions of Bliſs. 


C — are holy Prieſts for Learning fam a, 
4 And Piety, who with true Leal inflam'd, 
5 Muh fold Judgment cool d, maimaimnd Gods Cauſe 
E Againſt his Enemies, aud preach'd his Laws. 
f By their illuſtrious Labours which furvrve 
- Their mortal Life, and with the World ſhall hive. 
* Shani the proud Scorner, Hereſies reſell d, 
* Ad from ib obſturer Text the Clouds diſp %%; ” 
* Farid others Souls, and more than ſav d 5 0 — 
10 But le the Muſe ſhould ſeem, while keen on Vi ce , 
_ HFerſelf to flatter, as Joe that deſcrys, 
ae The worſt of Men ſhe loves, and would reform, 
ke LN Howe er againft their wicked Aftions warm, bl 
m | 
nt And now, GenTLEMEN, it is Time to take my 6+ 
5 Deve, and to profeſs my ſelf with great Sincerity 
y 
wt © es; 4. Tony molt: obedient humble Servant, N 
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